ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
The oral cavity serves as a gateway to the human body which consisted of several microbial habitats, which includes teeth, gingival sulcus, attached gingiva, tongue, cheek, lip, hard palate and soft palate. Many surfaces are present in the oral cavity, each coated with a plethora of bacteria, the proverbial bacterial biofilm 1 . 500 bacterial strains recovered from the sub gingival crevice, particularly wellstudied microbial niche 4, 5, 6 . Few diseases are associated with food habits, lifestyle and environmental factors too. It is estimated that about 600 million people chew betel nut world wide. 7 Betel quid or areca nut has been common in South and South East Asia In India, gutkha is famous among all socio-economic groups, since it is easily available at affordable cost. It is also have deleterious effects on the oral tissues :dental hard tissues, which includes teeth, periodontium and temporomandibular joint and the soft tissues, which make up the mucosa that lines the oral cavity 10 . 
MATERIAL AND METHODS
A cross-sectional study was Loss of Attachment was more among subjects who were having 0-3mm and 4-5mm pocket depth as compared to others. Table 2 Table 3 ). This shows that quid chewers were more affected from dental diseases as compared to non chewers.
A significant correlation was found between oral hygiene status and gingival status, CPI scores and LOA scores and also in between oral lesions and bacterial characterization (r=0.391, 0.932, 572 respectively p-value=0.000, S) among quid chewers in Table 4 . In Table 7 , characterization of bacteria among betel quid chewers and non chewers was compared, it was found that there was significant presence of streptococcus species among non quid chewers as compared to quid chewers, among them all the other bacterias were also significantly charactyerized whereas
Ecoli, Citrobacter and fusobacterium
were showing no association among the groups.
One way ANOVA was applied to test the difference between bacterial characterization among betel quid chewers and non chewers which was found to be statistically significant (p = 0.000). This shows that quid chewers were more affected from bacteria as compared to non chewers in Table 8 .
DISCUSSION
Habitual eating of betel quid causes discolouration of teeth, dental c a r i e s , w o r n o u t d e n t i t i o n a n d periodontal diseases. Therefore we conducted a study comprised of 80 s u b j e c t s a t t e n d i n g o u t p a t i e n t Indian tradition an anthropological study should be indicated for designing appropriate education campaigns.
